
1 f~~-~.~~~:k;~~dAd;;ti=w.~~~~~~
~C:>~~C:>~~C:>'By MARSHA RlBEN '~~~~~c:>i\

The accounts are factuaL but names "really" Jewish. David is receiving coun'
have been changed to protect identities. selling in a residential drug treatment

Harold M. Jac;obs. president of the center. but feels he cannot rest .untilhe
National Council of" Young Israel finds the truth of his identity.
recentlyaddressed theissue ofaec!ining Edith has a grandchild who she'
Jewish populationu in Israel.. Listed, believes\\,ould be 25 now.,She is not
among his many suggestions was the' sure ifthe child is dead or alive.She has
suggestion of promotjng more adop- ,never seen her only grandaaughter.
tions. Similarly.withinthe UnitedStates, though she has two grandsons. There is
the Reagan administration also sees a deep scar in an otherwise lOvingrela.
adoption as a goal to promote, to stem tionship with'her daughter, whom she' ,

the rising abortion rate. Is adoption an encouraged to relinquish the' child.. "If
option that Jewish people, in thiscoun' only I had known then. Saving farnily is
try and in Israel; should promote? so much more important than saving

Inorderto answer, we must firstinves. face:". , .'
'

tigate adoption as it Is currently prac. "Mosheand Zelda.,were amol}~.t;venty
tic~ and as it affects our people. Adop- I~rael~couples d.etam~ by Brazilian offi.
tlontouchesthelivesofJewishpeoplein clals m connection WItha black.market
many ways. Numbered among our peo. baby ring. All. of the couples were

pie are adoptive parents, adopted per" rele?sed as havmg not known that the

sons and birth parentS: babies they were so desperate to adopt,

"
. '."

had been obtained illegally by women
Lynnwa.sa good JeWish girL Lynn

"TIOposed as socia! workers. 'was alsQ single and pregnant Her par, Deborah surrendered her firstborn
'en~ insist<;d uP,Onadoption. Fouryears child to adoption through a reputable,

later,.Lynn
~

child from her subsequent agency in 1984, according to the wishes
mamage :dled ofTay:Sa.chs. She d?es of her family. One year later, I11iIrried;
not ~o~ ifher first child ISdead or alIVe. Deborah delivered a healthy male child.
Ifhe ISalive, the agency who handled the That child almost died three times duro
adop~onin1982refusesto"dlsrupt"his ing the first year due to SIDS. Had
adoptive family to,mform them that he Deborah 'been, informed that her first;
might De a carrier.

' born has the same life.threateningsyn.
Fern and her fiance were both from drome, her second child would have

Orthodox homes. Her parents were mor. been, placed on a monitorimmediately.
tifiedwhen she informed them that she Bany wasa happilymarried man with
was pregnant They insisted that the two, children until last year, when at the
child be adopted. They consulted with age of thirty.seven he felt as if his whole
their Rabbi and the head of a prominent life fell apart He discovered that he was
Jewish adoption agency. Years later, adopted. When he confronted his par,
Fem searched and found that her child ents, they said tha~ they had thought it
had been placed in a Christian home. best not to tell him. They assured him

David was raised in a Jewish home. that his original parents were Jewish. But
He was educated as a Jew and was Bar upon investigation he found that his nat.
MitzlJah But because Jewish law taught vral father. and not his naturai mother,
David that you are only Jewish if born of was Jewish. He and his wife are both

. ,a Jewish m~{ ".
pavi~ w()fl~rsif ~e)~;;. . .I,1RS~.tJ:i"t, their !i~~ ;a,l1d, that, "f;theij.

children were based upon lies.
Carl and Heddy pray every day that the

sealed adoption records will be opened
in time for them to, obtain a medical
history'for their terrnin~ly ill adopted
daughter.

'
'

,Carol,thinlssuthat she is Jewish, but is
not sure. She was raised a Jew, but eve-
ryone tells her she looks Irish with her
red hair and tiny nose. Married one year,
she has great concerns and misgivings

. about havii1g children. "I think about get.
ting pregnant ana I thing abOut having
'Rosemary's Baby' ...-' carrying some
creature of unknswn genetics inside of

"

me. Then there'ssirnp!e questions, like
should I be tested for Jewish genetic
diseases, or other ethnic.related ones?"

Because our governments are" pro-
adoption;' we are' subjectedtb a great
deal of metoric regarding the joys of
adoptiorr.

- Adopton builds families.
- Children have a "better" life with

married couples who can afford to give
them more' advantages than single

>"

mothers.

__ Youth should not be interrupted by
the responsibilities of parenting. Child
rearing should come later.

- There,are so many couples desper.
ate to adopt and,so few babies available.

,

__ Education or careers should be
,
completed. not interyupted., ,

Adoption is painted as a rosy picture
where everyone lives happily ever'after.

_ For many, adoption prodvcesthese
promised goals. Unfortunately, this is
not the case for everyone. Despite
government promotion of adoption;
thousands of children in this country
wait in foster and group homes forper.
rnanentfamilies while" desperate" infer'
tile couples <ldopt from overseas. In
addition to this sad imbalance, current
adoption regulations have also left their
mark on many whose lives are irrevoca.
bly changed by it: '

David. Carol and Bany are examples-,he sadrealityttiat adoptees are over

,

represented in therapy. While only two
percent of the population is adopted,
25% of adolescents in treatment facilities
are ad()pted. Betty Jean Ufton, adoptee
and author, finds that adopteesoften
feel a basic sense of rejection, no matter
how milch lovettiey.-receive in their
adoptive homes. Acoptees often report
feeling rootless, notWh*. as if" a piece
were missing." Add to this the particulat
aspect of Jewish identity which is so
closely linked to blO<?d

,

lines. Anoth

,
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IDavid's fears - notunc:ornmon among i
adopted persons ':- is that of unknow' '

ingly marrying a sibling or cousih: ' ',I
Fern ,and Edith exemplify the "ne'>l'

life" that adoption creates for many relin.
quishing parents. While well.meaning
parents, and professioha\$ have long
believed that removing the evidence of
indiscnition would tree single Women to
"get on',' with theirlives. it has now been
documented that women who surrender
their children to ad()ption do not
"forget'.' but rather eXperience life.long
trauma. Separate studies by Rynearson
and Roll reveal ongoing, \1flresolVeable
grief suffered by many bifihmothers. A
study by Deykjn, et al. revealed the nega.
tive effects of adoption on the birthpar.
ents' later lives. inc!vding ,difficuity with
future relationshps and difficl1lty parent.
ing subsequent children,_ In addition,
women who, surrender their firstbOrn to
adoption a're now knoWn to have a signif.
icantly higher rate of infertility than the '

national average. Jhus;no woman can'
'be assured, "V6u can always have
another." This new' evidence also
negates the proposed idea (presented
by Harold Jacobs) that adoption will
increase the declining Jewish popula.
tion in Israel.

(To be continued)
About' The Author

Marsha Riben is a freelance writer who
has had several published articles-on par.
enting. She is author of the forthcoming
book. "shedding light on... The Dark Side of
Adoption. "
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Jews And Adoption
,,;a P?pulat!onbo!hhereandabroadifinfer-

~ B "

~ tllityweretreated as the condition il is -
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amed!calprob!em-nota~aI.~su,:.

The accounts are factual. but names" _' . '

'

,

Adoption does not solve infertilil)l. it

hare been cltangecHo pcot£ct iJ:knIities.
~plete until they are parents.

relie~E:$ one ~ The lass ofgene-

RabbiMenachemPorush.inanarticle
Nel~ Sar.>h, nor RacbeI.OUf':roam.

ratiVItyremaInS to bedeal1 WI1h.11'lOrder

in THEJEWlSH PRESS (November 29
~.norCl1ana.eachofwbomhadan

to treat infertilityproperly, edUcational

1985)elaboratedon the great pain fert
infertility prClbl.em.diJ:ectlyorindirectly

programsarenecessiuyto enligbtenall

by the hundreds- of Yemenile parents
removed a child from itS original

menand~menofchild-bearingageas

whose children have been missing for
mother. Deuteronomy, Chapter '22:;&7

to the pm~alYcauses of infertility -

over I;hirty years, apparently to adoption.
!"lIs us not to ren;ove a y()ung bird from

m~ny of ~hlch are preve~table: delayed

RabblPorush states: "Gezerah at hamet
Its mOther; but If one must have

thechlldbeartng, contraceptiVeS, abortiol],S

sheyishtakach min halelJ _ It has
young bird, to first. send aviaythe

and sexually transmitted diseases.

been decreed in. heaven that the
~th~r. While infertilil;{is indeed.a sad

Finally,we ~eed to changeoor attitudes

deceased will eventually be forgotten"
1!1~lqiO.I'},fI(}woman should be asked to

towards childlesS' couples to prevent

but that Yaakcv Avinu grieved oller
rehnqUls~ hef child to, n).ake others

press.u.re~ bear 01'}them to commit

Yosef for twenty years" because he was
h~ppy _ItISnot theJewish way to replace

atrOC1~esII'}the name of desperation.

aliveand missing. Isaiah asks us "Can a
one abomination with another. '

. Social attitud<!salso need to change

wo~an forget the child she bore?' The
When we hear that adoption is "best:'

1!1regard to single mothers. Historically,
"

sc~~ also tell usthattheworstsinof
b~ause the cbi}d would be "better off"

black ,,:omen who have become preg'-

allIS to blot outtheir names" _ to erase
Withtwo,parents who have more advan-

nant \IIlthOut benefit of marriage have

~ir identity as though they, never
tages to offer, we must ask ~es by

~ot availed themselve$of agency adop-

existed _ a more powerful threat than
'oIIhatstandards we. do, judge "better."

tions. but halte allllaysmanaged to raise

physical death. Yet this is what Is done
Adoption often replaces onesetafpm&

the chiJd.wilhintheex1ended family. Gail

in sealed adoptiollS.
,. lems - single pare£1l.age -_ with

Davenport. M.S.W~ A.CS.W., facilitator

carl and Heddy. Lynn and Deborah
another - unre!ated parentage. As for

of The Birthpare!1t, Support NetwoIk

are vic'dms otperhaps the most life..
providing N/O,parents, wi!hthe cooent

beli,eves that !his is be.causeblacks.as a

threatening aspect of sealed records _ divo£ce rate, adoption is no' guarantee
,people, have seen enougbdestruction

lack of medical infonnation. In view of
that a childwilhernaH1 with two parents..

of their families. Is.ilnot limefol' Jews to '

the fact that many Jewish dietary laws
~ile it is t~e that adoplille,patents are

treasure our o~ flesh aad blood more

have a SOtJI'IdfOl,lndation based on
highly motivated ano donolbec:ome

than our reputations? '

, health,hO\llcan we allowlawmakersto
parents by chaoce. this does not pre-

~ry Anne Cohen" co.founder of

take such chances with the lives of our
dude them from death,diVorce or child

Ongins, an Qtganization forwomen who

children.and gra.ndchildren by denying
abuse: . ,have children for adoption asks: '"Will\lie

parents Information that may be life-sav-
InVI£.Wof the hardships created bythe

aDow our daughters to continue to be

Ing? Surely there is much to be learned
current sealed adoption system, per-

brood stock to pro\lide babies for the

from the wisdom of King Solomon. tb
~ps we need to reassess the "promo-

wea1thy and married? Or should \lie

parent-child rela,tionship, regardless of
tion' of such a practice. Adoption's

stand wi!h pride and support our child-

how lOving.sheplCfpreclude or threaten
stated goal has atways been to find

reo. and grandchildren, regardless of

the physi~ well-beingof the child.
homes for homeless children, not, as it

their marital status?" Both Davenport

Moshe and Zelda,too, are victimsof a
has become, to find children for "des.

and Cohen feel thalthe time has come

cruel society that tells them they are not
perate" childless couples. Morecould be ,

to put an~nd to the marketing ofwomen

done to reverse the dedining Jewish
and babies as commodities to be

.-. ",\.

bought and soldonthe~a~inthe
newspapers of our c.ountry.Uk!! wed
cars. Both women feel that we ~ed to
remove the stigmas of illegitima~ and
provide,more support systems to help
unmartied women and their c!)ildren.
"Every adoption," ~Cohen,"r\omat.
ter how-good, begins with a trage<ty- a

family that was notoffered the5tJ1>P6rt it

.needed to remail'} together. A mother
and he£ baby need to,be recOgnized as a
basic family unitandofferedievery
opportlJnityto remait>tOg.ethel':' ~
port concludes:

.,
Adoption. like divorce,

should be a last resort. to be offered only
after all other optioris have:Cbeen
explored and exhausted." Adoption
should be a means by-which We find
families for orphans. ootcreate artificial
orphans from babies who have existing
extended families. . .'

,

Rabbi Hayim Dooin, in hisbool{To Be
A Jew. states: "since JewiSldawdoes
not regard chitdren as the property of
parents, the notion oftransferring:titIeof
the chi1d to someone else simplY does
notexist.Jewish lawregards the ~
ship between natura! parents ar1~ theii ,

offsprmg to be irrevocable." ThiS dOes
not mean to imply that theadopti¥efam.
ily is, any less than the pdmal)' pSycho-
logical family unit, yet. the current sealed
records system totally severs the irrevo-
cable bond betWeen the cbild and
his/her original heritage. TheHolocatiSt)
destroyed so many families, can we
allow adoption. as' it is currently prac.
ticed, to continue to destroy Jewish fami.
lies? Or do we say' ''!''!ever againf' and
not let our babies become a soughtafter
commodity? ,

'

Those Jews who have already been
(contirnIed Oft page 11435)


