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Otto Kirchner, Baby Richard's biological father,
gave a poignant televised interview recently showing

the child's seemingly healthy adjusttnent Baby
Richard is safe and sound at home with his

birthparents...or is he? Having lost the final appeal, the
prospective adoptive parents are now planning a
federal appeal on the grounds that Richard's fourteenth

amendIrent rights have been violated.
A recent television magazine show took a poll in

regard to Baby Richard and found that 93 percent of its
audience favored the child staying with "the only

mother he ever knew." There are
multiple reasons to explain this mass
knee-jerk reaction on the part of the
public. First, it is not simply a

"natural" reaction. It has been well '
organized and orchestrated. "The
Save Baby Jessica" contingent which

quickly formed into the "De Boer

Committee" has now become "Hear
Our Voice: Save Our Nation's

Children." If you ca1l their 800
number you will hear messages

updating callers on the latest court
. cases needing letters and supporters.

When shows air, when editorials and

articles are going into print, they line
up the responses before the story is

even out.
Writing about pollsters who manipulate statistics

for those like Fundamentalists who are attempting to

present not being allowed to pray in schools as reli-

gious persecution, newspaper columnist Susan Estrich,

said: "Language has become an instrument of manipu-

lation. not just a means of expression." The Pro-Life
and Pro-Choice movements have shown amazing

adeptness at using language to achieve political
objectives.

No one knows the effects of manipulative

language as well as birthmothers. [Birthmothers have
watched] the battle for the prized tide of ''real mother"
[and listened] to the more subtle forms of linguistic

manipulation such as "make an adoption plan." Estrich
concludes: "It's one thing to fight a battle of ideas and

lose on the merits. That's democracy. It's quite another

to lose because the other side is more skillful in the

.
-

packaging. The threat to our democratic institutions is
not that technology allows people to communicate their

opinions more easily, but that leadership comes to be

defmed as the more effective manipulation of public

discourse. In politics, he who controls the question
determines the answer. It's power to the pollsters and

those who use them, not to the people."
We need to be mindful and ever vigilant of these

subtle distortions of semantics.

Scapegoats
Single mothers are a particularly vulnerable

target right now. They are scapegoats, labeled the
cause of the nation's fmancial and moral problems.
Instead, one could argue that single mothers are the end
result of the nation's fmancial problems-victims of
poverty.

In order to combat hatred directed toward single
mothers, we need to be aware of the real agenda

underlying the push for

morals. The real agenda is a

backlash against feminism
and a desire for a return to

patriarchal role and control.
Why else would those

opposed to unwed mothers
on welfare likewise vehe-
mently deny these same

women access to birth
control and pregnancy

termination?
One reason is pure

hate: they want the sinners

punished, and they know
adoption is a much more
painful punishment than

destroying the evidence of "sins." But we need to go
further and ask why? What is the real "sin" they are
seeking punishment for? If the sin was that of fornica-

tion, why are only Imthers, who are trying to deal as

best they can and take responsibility for their children,
being punished? Why are fathers getting off Scot free?

If Imrality is the issue, are men not equally as im-

Imral? Don't they deserve to be "punished" for their
sins, such as breaking the law with underage girls, or
lying, coercing, or forcing women to become impreg-

nated?
Perhaps the real sin is not fornication. The sin is

not needing a man. managing to get by without one.
The sin is daring to be self-sufficient, maintain per-

sonal control, and!or raise children without a husband!
fatherlbread-winner in control in a male-{Jominated
world. We need to constantly remind those blinded by

What is the real "sin"
single mothers are

being punished for?
Why aren't fathers
held accountable?
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such rhetoric that women do not "get themselves"

pregnant It takes a man to do that! Yet, since the
beginning of time, it is women who are targeted and

punished and bear the burden of conception, even

when it is forced on them. Seventy percent of all teen

mothers were impregnated by men over twenty.
Kathy Pollitt, seeing the unfairness of it all, wrote

an article entitled "Fair is Fair: What About Unwed

Fathers?" which originally appeared in The Nation,
January 30, 1995 and was reprinted in Vtne Reader.
JW1e 1995. Pollitt reminds us that condoms are the
"cheapest, easiest to use, effective, side-effectless non

prescription method of contraception-and it's the

male partner who must choose to use it" She therefore

proposes a Personal Responsibility Act in which a man
who fathers a child out of wedlock must pay $10,000 a
year or 20 percent of his income until the child is 21. If

a man cannot pay, she suggests he be given a dorm

room. similar to those inhabited by homeless single
mothers.

For men who father a second child, she recom-

mends the man pay an equal amount of child support,
participate in "workfare," and if he cannot, he must

have a vasectomy. His sperm can be preserved so that

he can father IIlOre children once he is able to support

those he already has.

For men whose serial marriages create several
sets of children, she proposes all children must have the

same standard of living. The children of the "trophy

wife" would have the same standard as those of the

discarded. older wife.
Divorced or unwed fathers, she proposes, should

be legally compelled to spend time with their children
or face criminal charges of child neglect Absentee
dads, not overburdened single moms, would be legally

liable for the crimes and misdemeanors of their minor

children, and their paychecks would be docked if the

kids were truants.
Because men can father children unknowingly,

she proposes that all men pay a special annual tax to
provide support for children whose paternity is

unknown. Men wishing to avoid the tax can undergo a
vasectomy at state expense, with sperm to be frozen for

future use.


